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LED lighting, a roundabout at Main and Mill Streets, storm 

water management improvements, and a complete rebuild of 

the State Street bridge. Also included in the scope are all the 

amenities needed to make this an attractive corridor including 

landscaping and public benches.  

Work on phase 1 began July 9 and is expected to be completed 

in 2020. Initial work includes the installation of traffic signals, 

underground utility work, and temporary paving necessary 

to divert traffic during construction. Construction of the new 

permanent roadway began in September.

Throughout construction, the city will host various stakeholder 

engagement activities in collaboration with the Downtown 

Akron Partnership, to ensure sustained dialogue about the 

project and its impact on the downtown community.

The city of Akron was awarded a second, $8 million TIGER grant 

in 2018 to help fund phase 2 of the Main Street Corridor project. 

Phase 2 will extend improvements to an additional segment of 

Main Street from Mill Street to Perkins Street/Route 59. It is the 

second phase of a 1.4-mile green corridor through the heart of 

the city. The stretch is designed to connect people to centers of 

education, employment, innovation, entrepreneurship, culture, 

entertainment and recreation. For more information, visit www.

driveakron.com.

VIBRANCY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Main Street in downtown Akron is in the midst of a major 

makeover. Based on the lowest and best bid, the city of Akron 

has selected the design build team of Kenmore Construction 

and Prime AE Group to lead the way for the Main Street 

Corridor project, phase 1. This two-phase project is made 

possible through two federal Transportation Investment 

Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grants.

Phase 1 is a $31 million effort to reconstruct all infrastructure 

from building face to building face along the South Main 

corridor width, between Cedar and Mill Streets, including: new 

pavement with a lane dedicated to parking/buses/delivery 

vehicles,  new sidewalks, a permanent bicycle track, upgraded 

underground utilities, upgraded traffic signal equipment, smart 

Main Street Corridor project underway 

The city of Akron is offering free two-hour parking in several 

areas downtown to encourage residents and visitors to support 

downtown businesses. Designated free zones include the State 

Street Deck, the Buchtel Lot, and street parking south of Cedar 

Street – including a portion of the lot in front of Spaghetti 

Warehouse. 

“We’re thrilled 

with the 

progress 

happening 

in downtown 

Akron, but 

we’re fully 

aware that it’s 

inconvenient,” 

said Mayor 

Dan Horrigan. 

“We are doing everything we can to communicate and promote 

that Main Street is still open for business and that it is simple and 

easy for patrons to get there. We hope that the community will still 

support our downtown businesses during this transition to a new 

and vibrant Main Street.”

In addition to the parking, the city and 

Downtown Akron Partnership have 

created pedestrian maps, phasing banners, 

information panels in lobbies of office 

buildings and “walk this way” dots in the 

areas where people can safely travel. 

Promotional and way-finding signage will 

continue for the duration of the project. 

Phase 1 of the Main Street Corridor Project, which began July 9 will 

reconstruct all infrastructure along the South Main corridor width 

between Cedar and Mill Streets, including: new pavement with a 

lane dedicated to parking/buses/delivery vehicles,  new sidewalks, a 

permanent bicycle track, upgraded underground utilities, upgraded 

traffic signal equipment, smart LED lighting, a roundabout at Main 

and Mill Streets, storm water management improvements and a 

complete rebuild of the State Street bridge. 

Throughout construction, the city will host various stakeholder 

engagement activities in collaboration with the Downtown Akron 

Partnership, to ensure sustained dialogue about the project and 

its impact on the downtown community. For more information 

about the project, contact Heather Bolestridge at 330-375-2501 or 

HBolestridge@gstephensinc.com.

Akron offering free two-hour parking to encourage downtown patronage

Phase 1 of TIGER grant-funded renovation of Main Street begins in downtown Akron



Pop Up business 
Rising Star Center for the Arts 

11 E. Exchange St. #305 | 330-960-1320 | www.risingstararts.com

Rising Star Center for the Arts is multidisciplinary art center dedicated to 

education, positivity, inspiration, creativity and encouragement through 

education. Rising Star offers lessons and classes in music, art, theater and 

dance.

Welcome new businesses 
 
Families First Health Services 

12 E. Exchange St. | 234-334-3293

Families First Health Services is one of the leading counseling practices in 

Ohio and home to a team of highly respected mental health professionals. 

They provide high quality, focused, professional services to individuals and 

families throughout northeast Ohio.

Summer Ready Fitness 

540 S. Main St. #213 | Facebook: @summerready365

Summer Ready Fitness is all about family and support. We encourage 

a motivation no judgment environment to keep you as comfortable as 

possible to reach your fitness and or weight loss goals. Without proven 

weight loss plans we are the top choice for you and anyone looking to stay 

motivated.

SYLC 

50 S. Main St.. | 860-792-6224

SYLC (STEER Your Life Coaching®) was developed as a way to incorporate 

the highly effective and well-respected aspects of Cognitive Behavior Therapy 

(CBT) and Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT) into a non-clinical, simple and 

easy to remember tool that will help you with Thought Management and 

Emotional Wellness to obtain your desired outcomes. 

United Way of Summit County 

37 N. High St. | 330-762-7601 | www.uwsummit.org

United Way envisions a community where all individuals and families achieve 

their human potential through education, financial stability and healthy lives. 

United Way improves lives by mobilizing the caring power of our community 

to advance the common good.

Victims Assistance 

137 S. Main St. #300 | 330-376-0400 | www.victimassistanceprogram.org

The mission of Victim Assistance Program, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization, is to empower the community to restore lives impacted 

by crisis, violence, and tragedy. Since 1972, Victim Assistance Program 

continues to provide 24-hour crisis intervention, advocacy, and education 

to victims of crime and trauma and the professional community who serves 

this population.

Several new or existing businesses made the move to downtown Akron over this past quarter ranging from arts, health 
services, consulting and community services.

Downtown Akron Partnership is now in phase four of the pop-up retail program and DAP welcomed Rising Star Center for 
the Arts. The Pop Up Retail program is not just for new retail storefront businesses anymore. As of Sept. 2018 Burton D. 
Morgan approved to extend their current grant to broaden the types of entrepreneurs accepted into this program. New 
businesses moving into downtown can locate in any available space in the Special Improvement District.

VIBRANCY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Rising Star Center 

for the Arts

Families First Health Services

United Way

SYLC



DAP Ambassador stats Jan-Sept. 2018CLEAN, SAFE & WELCOMING

Did you know downtown Akron has a yoga studio? Akron Yoga 

and Wellness is located on the ground level of the Huntington 

Tower with entry off Mill Street. 

Akron Yoga and Wellness 

makes yoga accessible 

for all, no matter the level 

of experience or ability. 

If you’re looking for ways 

to stay active this fall and 

winter, class occur six 

days a week. Need a break 

from the office during 

a busy work day? The 

studio offers 45-minute 

lunchtime classes on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 12 p.m.

Additional details on class prices and programs can be found at  

www.bewellakronyoga.com.

Akron Yoga and Wellness offers 
variety of classes in downtown

MARKETING & PROMOTIONS

22,881
TRASH COLLECTED (LBS)

257
GRAFFITI REMOVED

1,428
BUSINESS CONTACTS MADE

1,103
SAFETY ESCORTS

380
MOTORIST/VEHICLE ASSISTANCE

8,105
HOSPITALITY ASSISTANCE

11,575
PARKING ASSISTANCE

537
WEED ABATEMENT (BLOCK FACES)

Downtown Akron Partnership revealed a third public space 

improvement - Lock Next - with support from the John S. and 

James L. Knight Foundation at Lock 3. 

The space is outfitted as 

an all-ages experience, 

providing opportunities to 

relax in a hammock, play 

with giant construction 

toys,socialize at the retro-

fitted shipping container 

or enjoy food and drink 

from local businesses. 

The space comes with its 

own Lock Next Monster 

created out of re-purposed tires by local artist John Comunale.

Lock Next hours are Mon-Thur: 11 a.m.- 2 p.m., 4-8 p.m.; Fri-Sat: 

11 a.m.-2 p.m., 4-10 p.m.; Sun: 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Downtown Akron’s latest space lift 
project unveiled on Sept. 20

photo by Allison Ewing photo by Bronlynn Thurman



OHIO-BASED LAW FIRMS BROUSE MCDOWELL AND THACKER 

ROBINSON ZINZ ANNOUNCE PLANS TO JOIN TOGETHER 

Brouse McDowell and Thacker Robinson Zinz (TRZ) announced that the 

lawyers of TRZ will be joining Brouse McDowell effective July 31, 2018 

Operating under the name Brouse McDowell, the combined firm will consist 

of more than 80 attorneys across five offices, including four in Ohio – Akron, 

Cleveland, Toledo, and Youngstown – and a Naples, Florida office. The 

transaction brings together two powerhouse firms renowned for insurance 

recovery and commercial litigation work as well as sophisticated legal practices 

in several other areas. 

NEW SHORT STORY DISPENSER AT METRO ROBERT K. PFAFF 

TRANSIT CENTER  

In August, the Akron-Summit County Public Library installed a short story 

dispenser at the Robert K. Pfaff Transit Center. The story dispenser is there to 

promote reading and literacy joy. Readers can print adult or children stories from 

a range of genres at the touch of a button, for free. Next time you’re passing 

through the RKPTC, be sure to print out a story while you wait for your ride.

AKRON CHILDREN’S MUSEUM CELEBRATES REACHING 

100,000 VISITORS 

The Akron Children’s Museum was founded by a small group of young parents 

and first opened its doors in Nov. 2016 with 14 exhibits and a total of 63,296 

visitors in 2017. When the 100,000th visitor, Shawna DeCola and her son 

Brando walked through the doors in August they were met with disco lights, 

music, a one-year museum membership, treats from the Peanut Shoppe and 

lots of cheering from the museum staff and visitors. Akron Children’s Museum 

is thankful for the support of local foundations, individuals from across 57 

Ohio counties, 44 states, and dedicated business sponsors who helped it grow 

beyond 20 exhibits, reaching this remarkable milestone.          

AKRON CHILDREN’S NAMED AS ONE OF PARENTS’ MOST 

INNOVATIVE CHILDREN’S HOSPITALS  

Akron Children’s Hospital is featured in Parents magazine as one of the 20 

“most innovative children’s hospitals” in the United States. The designation, 

based on a comprehensive survey sent to members of the Children’s Hospital 

Association, took into account each hospital’s proven track record of 

innovation leading to medical advances, as well as its adoption of the latest 

technologies and efforts to share discoveries with other pediatric centers so 

more children can benefit.

KENT STATE SELECTS SIGNET REAL ESTATE GROUP TO 

DESIGN NEW BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION BUILDING  

The Kent State University board of trustees approved a $3.2 million contract 

with Akron’s Signet Real Estate Group to lead the design phase for the new 

home for the College of Business Administration, a marquee building that 

is proposed to anchor the first phase of the Gateway to a Distinctive Kent 

State master plan, also called the Kent Gateway Plan. Signet brings more than 

20 years of experience in successful development and facility management 

solutions in the areas of healthcare, higher education, research, public-private 

partnerships and strategic infrastructure.

BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENTS & NEWS

Brouse McDowell

         METRO Transit Station

Akron Children’s Museum

Akron Children’s Hospital

Photo: METRO RTA



METRO RTA ANNOUNCES CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
FINAL PICK FOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

METRO has selected Dawn Distler to become its next 

Executive Director. METRO has entered negotiations with 

Distler to finalize her employment, which began Sept. 24. 

Distler was one of four candidates who made it to the 

final round of interviews. She was previously the director 

of transit at Knoxville Area Transit (KAT) in Knoxville, 

Tennessee. 

CUYAHOGA VALLEY SCENIC RAILROAD POWERS AHEAD WITH 
CAMPAIGN 

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad (CVSR) marked a major 

accomplishment in its first-ever capital campaign with the 

acquisition of four historic Zephyr railcars. This addition to 

the fleet enables CVSR to provide new programming and 

experiences within Cuyahoga Valley National Park, including 

360-degree views in two of the Vista Dome cars, and offer a 

new heritage rail experience that exemplifies cross-country 

travel during the 1940s-1960s. CVSR’s ongoing capital campaign began in late 2016. 

Through the generous support of individuals, corporations and foundations CVSR’s 

vision to expand, enhance, and preserve its fleet will create new programs for 

visitors of all ages and backgrounds as they experience the beauty and wonder of 

Cuyahoga Valley National Park’s river valley, canal, and historic villages.

THE AKRON ART MUSEUM WANTS YOU TO CONNECT WITH 
DOT, A NEW DIGITAL TOUR GUIDE

The Akron Art Museum invites visitors to connect with Dot, 

a new digital tour guide that will rev-up visits to the museum.  

Whether it’s with family or friends, Dot will make the next visit 

an interactive experience. The museum introduced Dot during 

a launch party in August. Funded by the John S. and James 

L. Knight Foundation, Dot is the culmination of more than 18 

months of planning and prototyping to create a chatbot (a 

computer program designed to simulate conversation with humans) that visitors 

can connect with via Facebook Messenger on their smartphone to create an 

interactive tour through the museum. However, Dot is no ordinary tour guide. She’s 

designed to facilitate conversation and deeper connections with small groups of 

friends or family members who take one of her tours.

AKRON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ANNOUNCES CONTRACT 
EXTENSION FOR CHRISTOPHER WILKINS

The Akron Symphony Orchestra is pleased to announce 

that Christopher Wilkins has agreed to a three-year contract 

extension to serve as Music Director and Conductor through 

2021. Wilkins, who was named Music Director in 2006, is just 

the sixth person to hold the position in the Orchestra’s 65-

year history. Under his direction the orchestra’s programming 

has reflected Wilkins’ strong interest in community-oriented 

projects. He has developed partnerships with many artists and organizations based 

in northeast Ohio, including the Akron Public Schools, Akron-Summit County Public 

Library, Summit County Historical Society, the University of Akron and many more.

BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENTS & NEWS

QUARTERLY DISTRICT MTGS 

Quarterly meetings for downtown 

stakeholders are held the second 

Thursday of the month. RSVP at  

www.downtownakron.com/district 
 

Canal District:  
Nov. 8  

2-3 p.m. | Barley House 

Northside:  
Dec. 13  

1-2 p.m. | Jilly’s Music Room

Historic Arts:  
Jan 10, 2019  

10-11 a.m. | Main Library

DOWNTOWN IS ONE OF THE SAFEST 
NEIGHBORHOODS IN AKRON. HELP 
US KEEP IT THAT WAY.

VEHICLE & PARKING TIPS

Do your part...
• Lock your car and secure all windows. 

• Park in high-traffic, well-lit areas if     
   possible.

• Do not leave valuables in plain view.

• Do not leave your car running unattended.

• Do not leave any keys in the car, locked  
   garage or hide-a-key box.

• Remember where you park.

• Leave only the ignition key with an   
  attendant, mechanic or valet.

• Report any thefts, break-ins or suspicious  
  activity to an ambassador, police officer or  
  parking personnel immediately.

• Have your keys in hand before walking to  
  your car.

• Do not leave personal ID, ownership title  
  or credit cards in your vehicle.

• Keep vehicle information numbers (VIN)  
  and insurance information with you.

For non-emergency 
concerns about parking 
decks or lots, call ABM at 
330-375-2594

Personal safety tips



The Akron Community Revitalization Fund (ACRF) is announcing its sixth loan 

of $1.67M, which is an interim construction loan for the Bowery re-development 

project in downtown Akron. The Bowery is a proposed six building, $40M mixed 

use development project which is anchored by the historic Akron Civic Theatre. 

The loan was made through 

the Akron Community 

Revitalization Fund (ACRF), a 

$6.75M community endeavor 

which was capitalized by over 

thirty philanthropic foundations, 

individual and corporate grants, 

new market tax credit equity, and 

private loans and investments. 

The ACRF was established to 

assist with financing important 

community and economic 

development projects within 

Akron’s most economically 

distressed neighborhoods, providing more flexible rates and terms than is available 

through conventional financing. 

FEATURED BUSINESS

CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT

FEATURED PROPERTY
Evans Building  

333 S. Main St. | 330-762-4840

The Evans Building is located in a prime 

location in downtown Akron - at the corner 

of Main and Exchange Streets. Office space 

is available with utilities included, plus free 

parking for customers. Contact Crossroads 

Management Realty for more details or to 

schedule a tour of the building.

Pritt Entertainment Group 

380 S. Main St. | prittentertainmentgroup.com 

 
Pritt Entertainment Group produces eye-

catching videos and graphics, creates 

branding initiatives, produces live events 

and much more. They never settle for less 

than the best. And, with the expertise, 

creativity and passion to deliver, they offer 

a variety of professional marketing services 

designed to make brands stand out – all 

under one roof.

Development Fund of the Western Reserve (DFWR) 
announces its sixth Community Loan Fund project 
financing 

Rosie, the tunnel boring machine, completes historic 
mile-long journey under downtown Akron 
The city of Akron celebrated as Rosie, the tunnel boring machine, completed 

her mile-long journey digging the Ohio Canal Interceptor Tunnel (OCIT) under 

downtown Akron on Aug. 29. Rosie’s “big dig” started on Oct. 18, 2017 and the 

final breakthrough occurred at approximately 12:44 p.m., marking the dramatic 

conclusion of the first major phase of tunnel construction. 

Once complete, the Ohio Canal 

Interceptor Tunnel—a project 

mandated by the EPA and 

the city’s consent decree—

will be 6,211 feet long and 27 

feet in diameter. The tunnel is 

designed to hold 25.6 million 

gallons of storm water and 

sewage during a heavy rain 

event and control overflows 

into the Ohio & Erie Canal and 

Little Cuyahoga River. OCIT is 

expected to be operational by 

mid-2019 and control 450 million gallons in a typical year. 

Read the full release at: http://ow.ly/JLkr30mb3Wn



State Street Bridge begins demolition in preparation for reconstruction to better 
connect into downtown Akron 

PLANNING & CONSTRUCTION

Kenmore Construction began preparations for the closure of the State Street Bridge by moving the collection booth to the 

current entrance location on Oct. 1. During this time one entrance lane will remain open, while two temporary exit lanes will be 

made available. Other transformations will occur in the parking deck to help with traffic flow leading up to the official closure 

on Oct. 15.  

Beginning Monday, Oct. 15 the west half of the bridge will close for demolition. At that time, crews will begin building a new 

bridge, which is scheduled to be completed and opened by June 2019.  

While the new bridge is under construction, access from Bowery Street will be blocked. To accommodate people who park in 

the parking deck, access in and out will change to the current “entrance” area. The collection booth will be moved. Adequate 

signage and painting will occur beginning Oct. 1, so they can be completed prior to the changes.  

When exiting the parking deck, all traffic will need to turn left and travel east.  Traffic on Main Street northbound (left) will 

be permitted, but southbound traffic (right) will be closed.  It is recommended for drivers to use S. High Street for traveling 

southbound.

In June 2019 when the new bridge opens, contractors will flip the entrance and exit from the parking deck onto the new 

structure.  Then the eastern half of the State Street Bridge will close, be demolished and a new structure will replace it. The 

entire bridge is expected to be completed and open by Dec. 2019.



SUMMIT DD ART SHOW 

Oct. 15-Nov. 16 | Mon-Fri, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.  

Summit County Courthouse | 209 s. High St. 

Summit County Probate Court will 

team up with Summit DD to again 

bring art to the Summit County 

courthouse. The art show will highlight 

various DD artists from across our 

community. Art will be on display free 

to all in the atrium and hallways near 

the Probate Court. 

OLD STONE SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 

Wednesday, Oct. 24 | 6-7:30 p.m.  

Old Stone School  | 301 S. Broadway St.

Schoolmarm Janet McCaulley will make 

“students” tow the line and use their 

slate pencil to work on penmanship.  

Did you know that Akron was the first 

community to introduce free public 

schooling for primary and secondary 

students and that the concept was 

copied across the state and the nation?  

Today, Old Stone School is maintained through a partnership 

with SCHS and Akron Public Schools.

STEVE MARTIN AND MARTIN SHORT 

Friday, Nov. 2 | 8 p.m. 

UA’s EJ Thomas Hall | 198 Hill St.

In this special performance, Martin 

and Short recall their iconic careers, 

creative influences and most 

memorable encounters, uniquely 

presented though a blend of stand-up, 

musical numbers and conversations 

about their lives in show business.

36TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY TREE FESTIVAL 

Nov. 17-25 | times vary by day 

John S. Knight Center | www.johnsknightcenter.org

Every year, more than 200 decorated 

trees, 85,000 strings of lights, and 

countless other holiday creations are 

displayed at the John S. Knight Center 

to benefit Akron Children’s Hospital. 

Since its beginning in 1982, the Holiday 

Tree Festival has raised more than $5.3 

million for the hospital’s patient care 

programs, education and research.

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE 

Nov. 30-Dec. 16 | Thur-Sat, 8 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m. 

Ohio Shakespeare Festival | Greystone Hall

Penniless and indebted to two 

demanding producers, struggling 

young playwright William 

Shakespeare is tormented by writer’s 

block until he meets Viola de Lesseps, 

daughter of a wealthy merchant, 

whose fiery passion for poetry and drama leaves her secretly 

longing to be an actor.

THE SOUND OF MUSIC 

Tues/Wed, Dec. 4-5 | 7:30 p.m.  

UA EJ Thomas Hall | 198 Hill St.

The spirited, romantic and beloved 

musical story of Maria and the von 

Trapp Family will once again thrill 

audiences with its Tony®, Grammy® 

and Academy Award® winning Best 

Score, including “My Favorite Things,” 

“Do-Re-Mi,” “Climb Ev’ry Mountain,” 

“Edelweiss” and the title song.

AKRON ARTWALK 

Saturdays Nov. 3, Dec. 1 | 5-9 p.m. 

Summit Artspace | 140 E. Market St.

Summit Artspace is the place to be 

the first Saturday of the month for 

Akron Artwalk. Artists will be in their 

studios talking to visitors about their 

craft and showing their latest pieces. 

You may even catch some of them 

creating. Many of the studios double 

as shops so you’ll be able to browse the artwork for sale. 

A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS LIVE ON STAGE  

Friday, Dec. 14 | 7:30 p.m.   

Akron Civic Theatre | 182 S. Main St. 

A Charlie Brown Christmas Live On 

Stage is a fresh take on the timeless 

classic that gives the audience a 

completely new way of experiencing 

the storyline as portrayed by real 

actors who maintain the integrity and 

spirit of each Peanuts character. This 

Emmy and Peabody award-winning 

story by Charles M. Schulz has been a longstanding tradition, 

warming the hearts of millions of fans since it first aired on 

television over 50 years ago.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN DOWNTOWN



103 S. High St., 4th floor, Akron, OH 44308
Phone: 330-374-7676 | Ambassadors: 330-706-7383 

Email: info@downtownakron.com  
www.downtownakron.com

#DOWNTOWNAKRON
Photo by Tim Fitzwater


